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A popular saloon keeper in Frankenmuth is credited with beginning the city’s largest 
brewery in 1899 - - now know as Carling National Breweries, Inc.  His name was Adam 
List and he was described by citizens as a “well liked man with a very pleasing and 
genial disposition”.  It was common knowledge that he had many friends. 
 
It was with the help of List’s friends that he actually began the brewery.  He called on 
them for money to begin the business venture and one year later the Frankenmuth 
Brewing Company was opened. 
 
List incorporated the company and became the first president.  The management 
committee included George J. Rummel, manager; William Stromer, sales manager and 
John Boesenecker as brew master.  Initially the brew kettle had a capacity of 60 barrels 
and the original plant could turn out 10,000 barrels of beer annually. 
 
List, Rummel and Stromer were all members of the first Board of Directors along with 
Leonard Veitengruber, John P. Weiss and John P. Ortner.  Boesenecker died in 1904 and 
Joseph Straub became brew master.  He was followed by Pius Pfaff, Lorenz Freiman and 
Mike Schachtner.  
 
The brewery had its own system of credit for beer loving farmers.  The farmers supplied 
raw materials such as barley and used the promise of a good harvest as credit to make 
routine beer purchases all year long.  Their accounts would be settled at the end of 
harvest season when they brought in their barley as payment. 
 
Occasionally, a farmer would try his hand at hops production but there was a tremendous 
amount of labor involved.  Most of the hops for the brewery were shipped by rail from 
the west coast. 
 
Beer in the early days of the Company was packaged in kegs.  The “Brewer’s Big 
Horses” delivered kegs to local taverns.  A pony keg, or 1/8 barrel, cost 80 cents.  Tax 
was $1.00 per barrel until 1918 when Prohibition began. 
 
The brewery remained closed for the next six years and the property deteriorated.  A 
bond issue was floated shortly before Prohibition started and Otto Schupp served as 
trustee.  The trust indenture was foreclosed in 1920 and several attempts were made to 
restore the property.  A milk products company was incorporated locally but was 
dissolved when an investigating committee reported the new corporation’s promoters 
were primarily interested in the sale of secondhand equipment at high prices.   
 
In April, 1924, Otto Rosenbush of Detroit purchased the property, reconditioned it and 
changed the name to Frankenmuth Products Company.  Frank Freundl served as brew 
master and Albert Holmer as assistant brew master.  The company manufactured a malt 
extract which was the base for “home brew.”  The extract was put in five gallon cans 
which could be used to make 20 quarts of beer. 
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Four years later, Otto Trinklein and William Stromer bought out the interest of 
Rosenbush.  They expanded the business to serve not only Michigan but northern Ohio 
and Indiana as well.  The malt they manufactured became known as “Gold Medal 
Frankenmuth Malt.” 
 
It did not take long after Prohibition was repealed in 1933 to reestablish the brewery 
business.  Trinklein and Stromer were joined by several Bay City and Saginaw 
businessmen including E. J. Whyte, Homer Nichols, Walter Waltman, Jack Kavanagh, 
William Freidinger, Otto Trinklein, Mr. Zimmer and Carl Stromer.  All owned the capital 
of the corporation in equal proportions. 
 
The name of the corporation was changed back to the Frankenmuth Brewing Company 
and the brew kettle was increased from 60 to 90 barrels.  The plant capacity rose from 
70,000 to 100.000 barrels annually. 
 
In 1934 the Diehl boys together with Whyte and Freidinger bought the interest of the 
remaining stockholders and formed a public corporation.  The stock was listed on the 
Detroit Stock Exchange.  It was hoped the public listing would further increase sales. 
 
By 1947 the brewery had earned the title of “Michigan’s Most Modern Brewery.”  New 
brewing, storage and packaging facilities were added.  A new 400 barrel brew kettle was 
installed and the total capacity of the plant was increased to 500,000 barrels a year. 
 
Whyte resigned from the Board of Directors in 1950 and Bruce Berckmans was made 
director and general manager.  L. M. Freidinger became vice-president and assistant 
general manager.  Five years later the stockholders voted to sell the assets of the 
corporation to the newly formed International Breweries, Inc. 
 
The plant remained a division of International Breweries, Inc. until the Carling Brewing 
Company took over December 1, 1956.  The new owners have made many improvements 
and additions to the plant.  The company, now known as Carling National Breweries, 
Inc., also operates plants in Belleville, Illinois; Natick, Massachusetts; Tacoma, 
Washington; Baltimore, Maryland; and Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
The Frankenmuth plant capacity is 800,000 barrels a year and employs 185 people. 
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Three Frankenmuth Brewing Company workers take time out to have their picture taken 
with some pony kegs (FHA 0000.177.1). 
 
ENDNOTES 
Mrs. Joan Ramm used the following sources: 
Letter by Otto Trinklein to Herbert Naegele October 29, 1956. 
Teach My People The Truth by Herman Zehnder. 
Interviews with Wallace Weiss and Herbert Naegele of Carlings. 


